
 

 
 
 

 
Downtown Outdoor Art Grant Guidelines 

 

Introduction 

The Brandon Downtown Outdoor Art Grant is designed to invigorate and transform 
downtown Brandon through public art installations. The grant encourages community 
involvement, showcases local artistic talent, and encourages economic development by 
enhancing the vibrancy of downtown. The Downtown BIZ administers this program, which 
is funded by the City of Brandon. 

 
Eligibility 

1. Art Eligibility: 

o The art is encouraged to focus on themes that are fun, lighthearted, and 
engaging, while also having the potential to be meaningful and thought- 
provoking. 

o The art will aim to bring the community together, fostering a sense of unity 
and inclusivity. 

o The art is encouraged to reflect diverse cultural heritage, history, and/or 
future of the Brandon community.   

o The art is encouraged to invite community participation and interaction, 
enhancing the sense of shared experience and belonging. 

 
2. Location Eligibility: 

o The projects are to be within the borders of the designated downtown 
area outlined as per the map within Appendix “B”. 

o The artwork must be outdoors, and visible from a public space. 

o The art can be installed in areas including but not limited to public parks, 
streets, sidewalks, the exterior of public or private buildings or other 
spaces.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

o If the applicant is not the owner of the property, they will be required to 
provide proof that they have permission to install the project on the 
property where the installation is proposed. 

o Both temporary and permanent installations are allowed. For projects 
such as performances, gatherings, etc., see Downtown Brandon Event 
Grant. 
 

3. Project & Applicant Eligibility: 
 

o Eligible projects include but are not limited to: 
 Murals (painted or printed) 
 Sculptures or 3D installations 
 Garden or landscaping art 
 Art on benches, fences, or sidewalks 
 Light-based art (e.g., string lights, lanterns) 
 Digital or interactive displays (e.g., touchscreens or projection) 
 Mosaic art (tile, glass, or mixed media) 
 Community-created projects (e.g., collaborative painting walls) 
 Shadow art: Designs that change with sunlight or artificial light 
 Sound installations: Wind chimes, musical sculptures, or motion- 

triggered audio 
 Eco-art: Made from natural or recycled materials 
 Story art walks: Art that tells a story across multiple locations 
 Seasonal or rotating displays: Temporary works that change 

throughout the year 
 Interactive chalkboards or message walls: Invite public contributions 

 
4. Collaborative Applications Encouraged: 

o Applications can be submitted by artists and/or property owners. If 
submitted by a property owner, it is their responsibility to hire and pay an 
artist to complete the installation. If the application is submitted by the 
artist, it is their responsibility to secure permission from the location of the 
proposed installation. 

o Collaborative applications—such as partnerships between artists and 
business or property owners—are encouraged. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

o Applicants are also welcome to propose collaborations with schools, 
community groups, or cultural organizations to strengthen community 
involvement and broaden impact. 

o The Downtown BIZ will maintain a list of interested artists and property 
owners. If you would like to be added to this list, please contact us at 
info@brandondowntown.biz. The Downtown BIZ can help connect artists 
with potential locations or partners when possible. 

 
5. Costs and Requirements: 

o Project completion must not be contingent on other unconfirmed funding 
sources. 

o Grant recipients will be responsible to distribute funds to pay 
for eligible costs which include: artist fees, materials, equipment 
rental (ie: scaffolding), site preparation, permit fees, installation 
labor, and other upon approval. 

o Ineligible costs include: rental or purchase of real estate, art shipping or 
structural renovations. 

 
6. Additional Criteria 

• If a project is designed in phases, i.e., if the completion of the project requires 
multiple distinct steps, the application must budget for the entirety of the 
project, and the applicant must justify the need for a phase structure. 

• Applicants will be required to enter into a contract with the Downtown BIZ 
which will include clauses outlining the responsibilities of the Applicant 
regarding safety, insurance and liability. Contract will be sent upon awarding of 
successful grant application. 

• The Brandon Downtown BIZ logo, and the City of Brandon logo will appear on 
communications and promotional material when appropriate, and with prior 
approval. 

• If you are under the age of 18, a parent or guardian must co-sign the 
application. 

• If your project will involve working with children, elders, or other 
vulnerable groups, please describe your safety protocols in the 
application. 
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7. Application & Evaluation Process:

• Applications will be accepted quarterly with the following intake deadlines:

• May 31, 2026, 5:00pm

• September 30, 2026, 5:00pm (pending funding availability)

• November 30, 2026 (pending funding availability)

• Applications will be reviewed within 30 days of intake deadline.

• Applicants may receive one successful grant application for either of the first 
two intake periods.  An additional grant may be awarded in the third intake.

• Please note* AI generated images will not be accepted as image concepts. 
However, AI can be used to place original image on building to show final 
product.

Applications will be evaluated based on: 

Feasibility 

• Can the project be completed within the budget and timeframe proposed?
• Does the applicant have the necessary skills and knowledge?

Impact 

• In what way does the project improve the actual or perceived environment of
downtown?

• How visible is the artwork to the public?
• What community partners are involved?
• How will the project draw tourists and residents to downtown?

. 

Vision 

• Is the artwork high-calibre?
• Does it communicate a positive and original message?
• Will the project improve the aesthetics of downtown?
• Does the project align with the art criteria outlined?
• The Downtown BIZ task force reserves the right to approve or decline applications

based on factors not listed above.



 
 
 
 
  

8. Funding Levels 
 

• Funding levels and will be determined on a case-by-case basis.  
 
 

9. Grant Disbursement 

• If your application is approved, grant funds will be provided via cheque or e- 
transfer. Timing of payments will be project dependent. 

• Significant changes to the project (e.g., location, timeline, design, scope) 
must be reported to the Task Force immediately. Failure to provide this 
notification, or changing the project without approval may affect your 
eligibility for future funding or require the return of funding. 

• Misuse of funds includes (but is not limited to) spending on unapproved 
expenses, failure to execute the project, or intentional misrepresentation of 
project details. If funds are misused, the recipient may be required to repay the 
full grant amount and will be ineligible for future funding. 

• If you do not use the full amount of the grant, or the project is not completed, 
you must return the unused portion to the Downtown BIZ. This helps ensure 
that funds can be reallocated to support other community projects. 

 
10. How to Apply 

 
• To apply for the Brandon Downtown BIZ Outdoor Art Grant please fill out the 

online application at www.brandondowntown.biz 
 
 
 
 

Questions? If you have any questions or need assistance with the application process, 
please contact the Brandon Downtown BIZ office at 204-717-1380 or 
info@brandondowntown.biz. We’re here to help!  
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Appendix “A”:  Final Report Template 
 

1. Project Summary 
Please provide a brief summary of your project, including the main objectives and 
outcomes. 
Project Title:    
Project Start Date:      
Project End Date:      
Number of Days for Installation:  
Location of Installation:      
Summary:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. Budget Breakdown 
Please provide a detailed breakdown of how the grant funds were spent. 

Expense Description Amount Spent 
  
  
  
  

 
Total Amount Spent:    
Total Grant Amount:   
Variance:   

 
2. Photos or Documentation 
Please attach photos or other documentation of your completed project.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

  
 

 
3. Community Impact 
Please describe the impact of your project on the community. Consider aspects such as 
community engagement and feedback received. List any that collaborated with you, and 
any partnerships formed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
4. Feedback 
We value your feedback on the grant process and the support provided by the Downtown 
BIZ. Please share any suggestions or comments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
shop. work. play. live. learn. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Appendix “B”:  Downtown Area 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Grant Priority Area 
Grant Area 
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