
 

 
Downtown Brandon Event Grant Guidelines 

Introduction 

The Brandon Downtown BIZ Event Grant is designed to support public events and 
initiatives hosted within the downtown area of Brandon. The grant encourages community 
involvement, enhances the vibrancy of downtown, and fosters cultural and economic 
growth in the region. Events funded by this grant should be open to the public, help 
promote downtown and offer engaging experiences for all. 
 
 
Eligibility 

To qualify for the Brandon Downtown BIZ Event Grant, your event must meet the 
following criteria: 

1. Open to the Public: 

o The event must be open to the public and encourage participation from all 
community members, without discrimination based on age*, gender, race, or 
socioeconomic status. 

o Events must be accessible to individuals with disabilities. 

o *18+ events are only eligible where required by law. 

2. Hosted in Downtown Brandon: 

o The event must take place in downtown Brandon, including public parks, 
streets, venues, and other spaces within the downtown area. 

o Downtown Brandon refers to the area defined by the Downtown BIZ 
boundaries. Priority will be given to events in the Downtown Plan Areas as 
per the City of Brandon zoning map. 

o While applicants do not need to be BIZ members, priority will be given to 
events that involve Downtown BIZ members or promote local business 
participation. 



3. Eligible Event Types: 

o Eligible events include cultural festivals, markets, performances, workshops, 
art exhibitions, parades, and community gatherings. 

o Events that meet one or more of the following will be given priority: 

 Involvement of Brandon Downtown BIZ members. 

 Opportunities for local businesses to participate. 

 New events that bring fresh energy to Downtown Brandon. 

4. Ineligible Events: 

o Events outside of the Downtown Brandon BIZ zone. 

o Online/digital events. 

o Private events (e.g., organizational meetings, personal fundraisers, 
conventions, trade shows). 

o Regular events held in venues like bars or clubs (e.g., sporting events, theatre 
performances, live music). 

o Political or religion-based demonstrations, rallies, or marches. 

Note: The Brandon Downtown BIZ reserves the right to approve or decline applications 
based on factors not listed above. 
 
 
Application Deadline 

Please apply at least 30 days before your event to allow time for the Grant Committee to 
review your application. If submitted late, applications may not be reviewed in time for 
your event. Applications are open year-round (pending funding) and early application is 
encouraged. 
 
Funding Levels 

Grant funding is available on three levels: 

1. Small Grant: Up to $500 per year. 

2. Medium Grant: Up to $1,000 per year. 

3. Large Grant: Up to $2,000 per year. 



Grant Disbursement 

• If your application is approved, grant funds will be provided as a lump sum, either 
via cheque or e-transfer, within one week of your event pending a successful 
event and sufficient recognition based on terms agreed to in application process. 

• Significant changes to the event (e.g., location, date, scope) must be reported to the 
Grant Administrator immediately. Failure to notify may affect your eligibility for 
future funding. 

• All grant funds must be spent within the same calendar year, or they must be 
returned to Brandon Downtown BIZ. 

• A post-event report may be requested to review how the funds were used. Failure to 
submit this report could impact future funding requests. 

• Misuse of funds includes (but is not limited to) spending on unapproved expenses, 
failure to hold the event, or intentional misrepresentation of event details. If funds 
are misused, the recipient may be required to repay the full grant amount and will 
be ineligible for future funding. 

  
 
How to Apply 

To apply for the Brandon Downtown BIZ Event Grant please fill out the online application 
at www.brandondowntown.biz 
 
 
Additional Criteria 

• Organizations may submit one event grant application per year between January 
1 and September 30. After October 1, additional applications may be submitted 
based on available funding. 

• Organizations hosting multiple events in a single year may submit one application 
for funding that covers all events. 

• No organization may request more than the maximum funding allowed in one 
calendar year. 

• Organization will include the Brandon Downtown BIZ logo on event advertisement 
and at the event as appropriate. 

• Funds cannot be used for internal staff or volunteer wages. 

 
Questions? If you have any questions or need assistance with the application process, 
please contact the Brandon Downtown BIZ office at 204-717-1380 or 
info@brandondowntown.biz. We’re here to help! 

http://www.brandondowntown.biz/
mailto:info@brandondowntown.biz
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